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What is The Matrix?

• The film was released in 1999

• Post-apocalyptic world where humans live in 

‘The Matrix,’ run by AI

• A small group of rebels are fighting back and 

searching for ‘The One’



What is The Matrix really?

• A piece of software that can be 

manipulated

• Learning to find weaknesses and defects 

in software

• Encouraging a creative and curious 

mindset

• Growing into ‘The One’

A film about testing. 



This is a sparring program, similar to the 

programmed reality of The Matrix. It has the 

same basic rules, rules like gravity. What you 

must learn is that these rules are no different 

than the rules of a computer system. 

Some of them can be bent. Others 

can be broken. Understand?

Encouraging Curiosity

“

”



Encouraging Curiosity in 

The Test Environment

• Every program we test has basic rules, but some of these rules can be bent or broken

• Morpheus is asking Neo to re-assess his assumptions of how the system should work 

to see how it does work

• Since this is a simulated reality (or a test environment) the freedom exists to push the 

limits and see how the program will react. 
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Encouraging Curiosity in 

The Test Environment

• We must be curious enough to act like someone else, and use the system in that 

way

• Morpheus has not given Neo the answers. He has not told him where the rules 

can be bent or broken. He has just told him that they can.
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What will happen if I do this?

“

“
Good adaptation and 

improvisation. But your weakness 

is not your technique.

- Morpheus



• Breaking the system is part of our jobs as 

testers, but this can be hard to overcome

• We are in a world where anything is possible. 

• Whenever we think “What will happen if I do 

this?” that is a sign

What will happen if I do this?



Nothing, I just had a little 

déjà vu.

No Defect Too Small

“

“



• Seeing the cat appeared to be a small defect, and ended up being a 

symptom of a larger issue

• Even small problems can arise in many different areas and affect 

things differently and significantly

• By staying on top of the latest testing techniques, software, and 

automation tools, we can give ourselves a leg up

No Defect Too Small



Becoming ‘The One’

• Testing is a creative process that requires us to think outside the box, casting aside 

expectations and assumptions

• We should be creative, curious, exploratory, fearless

• We can bend and break the rules, too

Then we can finally grow into ‘The One’ – a software tester



Sources

Images from slides 2, 3, 4, 7: 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0133093/me
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